How to connect Visual Study Code to Github

Note: To follow these instructions, you will need to have already installed Visual Studio
Code and created a GitHub account.

This guide is to instruct a user how to successfully connect a Github account to a
local Visual Studio Code application. This is important knowledge because all
throughout a programming career, a user will have to have a local to cloud
connection like shown in this document. This guide is geared towards slightly
advanced users but can be followed someone with little to no technology experience
if followed closely.

Definitions
Github - a common platform used by developers / programmers to publish, update, and
store code.
VSCode (Visual Studio Code) - A source-code editor used by programmers and
developers to create, write, debug, and develop code.
Git - Used in the terminal to run commands for GitHub.

Materials:
A computer with updated version of VSCode.
Github account
Connection to internet
Ample amount of storage for downloads (Windows Users).

Note: Windows users will need to additionally install Git to follow along. Please navigate to
Git Download if you are a Windows user needing to install Git. Mac users need to install
homebrew and git. Please navigate to Git/Homebrew for MacOS if you are a Mac user.




Windows Users

@ Create an empty folder somewhere on
your computer. | recommend doing this
on desktop. Right click your desktop
wallpaper, hover over New with the
mouse, then click folder.

@ Open VSCode and on the start-up screen
select “Open Folder”. In the pop-up
window, navigate to the folder you
created in step 1, left click the folder once
and then click “open folder” at the bottom
right of the pop-up window.
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Mac Users

@ Create an empty folder somewhere on
your computer. | recommend doing this
on desktop. Right click your desktop
wallpaper then click “New Folder”.
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@ Open VSCode and on the start-up screen
select “Open”. In the pop-up window,
navigate to the folder you created in
step 1, left click the folder once
and then click “open” at the bottom right
of the pop-up window.
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Windows Users

Your folder should now in the explorer tab
on the left side of your screen (see
example below)

] File Edit Selection View Go Run

~ WSCODE CONMECTION TO GITHUB

@ Right-click in the empty space below your
folder name and then click “Openin
integrated terminal”. This will open a
terminal at the bottom of the VSCode
application.

~fOneDrive/Desktop/ Instructions /VsCode connect

Mac Users

Your folder should now in the explorer tab
on the left side of your screen (see
example below)

] File Edit Selection View Go Run
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@ Right-click in the empty space below your
folder name and then click “Openin
integrated terminal”. This will open a
terminal at the bottom of the VSCode
application.

PROBLEMS OUTPUT DEBUG C LE TERMINAL PORTS

jacobstudstill@lacobs-MBP VSCode connection to GitHub % l

@ Type the command git -v in the terminal
to ensure you have git installed on your
machine. If Gitisn’t installed, please do so
now before you continue (Link is above
step 1in the warning label)

$ git -v

git version 2.42.8.windows.2

@ Type the command git -v in the terminal
to ensure you have git. If Git isn’t installed,
please do so now before you continue
(Link is above step 1 in the warning label)

jacobstudstill@lacobs-MBP Coding % git -v
git version 2.39.3 (Apple Git-145)

jacobstudstill@lacobs-MBP Coding % |}



Mac users skip down to step #6.

@ On the right side of the terminal, click the down arrow and click
git bash. It is vital we are using the Git Bash terminal for the next e

Git Bash

steps to work ) [ —

It is recommended that you make Git Bash your default profile. You
can do this by clicking the down arrow on the right side of the
terminal again, click select default profile, then click Git Bash in the
drop down menu that appeared at the top of VSCode.

Command Prompt C\Windows\System32\cmd.exe profiles €5}
[] Git Bash C:\P
[=] Powershell C

15} Javascript Debug Terminal

[>] windows Powershell C:\Windows\System32\WindowsPowerShellw1.0\powershell.exe

Instructions will be the same for Mac and Window users past this point!

Copy and paste or type this command into your terminal replacing your_email with
the email you used to create your GitHub account. (See example below)
ssh-keygen -t ed25519 -C "your_email@example.com"

@ When prompted to “Enter file in which to save the key” press enter.

You can create a passphrase when it asks “Enter passphrase” if you choose but most
users press enter and then enter again when asked “Enter same passphrase again”

Note: If you choose to type a password, for security purposes you will not be able to
see your password as you type it

~{OneDrive/Desktop/Instructions/VSCode connection to Github
% ssh-keygen -t ed25519 -C "jacob.studstill@gmail.com™
Generating public/private ed25519 key pair.
Enter file in which to save the key (/c/Users/jacob/.ssh/id_ed25519):
Created directory °/c/Users/jacob/.ssh’.

Enter passphrase (empty for no passphrase):

Enter same passphrase again:

Your identification has been saved in /c/Users/jacob/.ssh/id ed25519
Your public key has been saved in /c/Users/jacob/.ssh/id_ed25519. pub
The key fingerprint is:




Now that you have created a SSH key, copy and paste or type this command into your
terminal. It will copy the SSH key you just created into your computers clipboard.
clip < ~/.ssh/id_ed25519.pub

Note: There will not be visual confirmation that the SSH key was copied into your clipboard.

~fOneDrive/Desktop/Instructions/VsCode connection to Github
$ clip < ~f.sshfid ed25519.pub

~fOneDrive/Desktop/Instructions/VSCode connection to Github

$ 1

Navigate to your profile settings on GitHub. You can do this by clicking on your profile
icon in the top right corner of your screen, then clicking settings when the menu
appears.
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When on the settings page, find and click SSH and GPG keys from the
aside bar on the left.
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@ Now that you are on the SSH and GPG key page, click “New SSH Key” which will open a
new page.

SSH keys

This is a list of S5H keys associated with your account. Remove any keys that you do not recognize.

@ You may title the SSH key anything you want but | would recommend titling it something
like “Home PC” or “School Laptop”.

Make sure the “Key type” is Authentication Key.



@ Click the empty box under “Key” and paste the SSH key you copied earlier. Once you
paste the key click “Add SSH Key”

Add new SSH Key

Title

Haome PC

Key type

Authentication Key

jacob.studstill@gmail.oom

Navigate back to your SSH and GPG keys webpage to verify if that SSH was added
successfully to your account.

SSH keys

This is a list of S5H keys associated with your account. Remove any keys that you do not recognize.

Authentication keys

~. Laptizzle
)

Congratulations!

You have successfully connected your VSCode to your GitHub account. Now that you have
completed this, you may now seamlessly move code from your local machine to your
GitHub account online. | recommend looking at this documentation how to clone

repository to learn how to clone online repositories to your local machine or Git Cheat
Sheet to learn about all the commands for Git.




